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GENERAL PRACTITIONERS — SHORTAGE — REGIONS 

701. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I refer to reports in the Narrogin Observer, Great Southern Herald, Avon Valley Advocate and several other 
media outlets that three hub hospitals in the wheatbelt and great southern have been without doctors on more than 
170 occasions in the last financial year. 

(1) Would the Premier accept hospitals in Perth going without general practitioners when patients in need of 
urgent medical attention present to emergency departments? 

(2) Besides contacting the federal government, what is the Premier doing to solve the GP shortage in the 
bush, which statistics show is reaching crisis point? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(2) Obviously, we would like to see a greater GP presence in regional Western Australia. Regional communities 
across the country often have fewer GPs than would be preferred. As members know, the provision of 
GPs is a matter for the federal government, and we have a federal Liberal–National government in power 
in Canberra today that could deal with this issue if it so chose. 

The Western Australian Labor Minister for Health has raised the issue of the lack of GPs provided by the 
federal government with the federal minister, Greg Hunt, and will continue to lobby Canberra for 
additional action. There is a range of policy issues that could be considered by the federal government, 
whether it is visa restrictions on overseas-trained doctors or setting district priority areas and enabling 
regional GPs to access Medicare rebates for telehealth. If the member would like to help us in working 
on Canberra about the provision of doctors in regional Western Australia, we would welcome his assistance. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The Premier was reading from an official document, and clearly reading. I wonder whether 
you could ask the Premier to table that document. 

The SPEAKER: Can I have a look at it, please. No, it is not an official document. No, it is not; it is just a press release. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Further to the point of order, Mr Speaker. It looks like it is an email from here with a logo 
at the bottom and email traffic at the top. I am just asking a question on a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: I have given a ruling on the point of order. It is a press release. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am just asking a question — 

The SPEAKER: No. I have given my — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: A point of clarification — 

The SPEAKER: Do you want to be called to order—just keep going. I gave my decision. 
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